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wwnw straitstimes.com
'M'GS} READ ONLINE
M Fresh violence in Bangkok
B “Giant herring' found in Sweden

MOST COMMENTED OH

B Overtime linked to heart risk.

Says MacPherson: “Ts cancer linked to
stress? Some studies have indicated an
indirect relationship between stress
and certain types of virus-related

tumours.™

YOUR SAY
M Despite stories of Admiral Cheng
Ho's epic sea vayages in the I5th
century, China has not been a mafor
muaritime pawer. That looks set to
change amid signs that China is intent
on building up its maritime might and
Pprojecting it via the world's sea lanes,
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Destination
Malaysia for

health

Sharp growth in medical
tourism; now 12 hospitals
eye Medisave patients

By CaroLyn Hone
MALAYSIA BUREAU CHIEF

KUALA LUMPUR: When Ms Lee Fei Li had
her first baby in a private hospital two
years ago, it cost her RM4,000 (5§1,700).
When her second baby arrived last
month, she paid only RM1,000.

The reason: She was allowed to use
her hushand’s Singapore Medisave
account to defray the expenses.

“The pracess was very smooth and
easy," she sald.

cdare

stan health care,” said Mr Alhadi Harun,
assistant secretary of the Malaysian gov-
ernment’s Health-care Travel Council,

Medical tourism is becoming a signifi-
cant contributor to Malaysia’s travel
industry. Once a laggard, tourism has
grown rapidly In the last 10 years to
become the second largest foreign
exchange camer.

Tourist arrivals leapt fivefold in the
last decade to reach a record high of 23
mifllion last year, about half of whom are
Singaporeans, camning Malaysia more
than RM50 billion.

The g has identified health
care as an area with potential, and is
eyeing the booming middle classes in the
region as a lucrative market. Last year, it
set up the Health-care Travel Gouncil,
identifying 35 private hospitals for the
of medical tourism,

Ms Lee, 20,2 i engi-
neer, and her husband - also anl.uyshn
= both work in Singapore, where they are
permanent residents.

Malaysia Is now gearing up to woo
patients like Ms Lee, after Singapore
allowed its residents to use their Medis-
ave to pay for health care in Malaysia.

They can do so at 12 hospitals owned
by two Singapore companies.

“We will also run some ef-

The government has introduced tax
breaks for hospilals running such pro-
grammes, incentives for the construction
or expansion of hospitals, and otlier incen-
tives like permils to allow hospital vehi-
cles to ferry patients to and from afrports
or hotels.

The sector has seen sharp growth in
recent years, Prime Minister Nujib Razak
has said the health tourism revenue of the

forts there (in Singapore) as Singapere
has been identified as a market for Malay-~

15 ked private hospitals had grown
from RM59 billion to RM299 billion in
the last five years.

demm
Singapore company

The growth came
about with an in-
crease in  the
number of foreign
patients, from
100,000 a year to
about 375,000 now
= a growth of 30 to
35 per cent a year.

Malaysia's advan-
tage is ils relatively
low costs, high

£
standards and well-developed infrastruc-

ture,

Accarding to the Health Ministry, an
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KNEE REPLACEMENT

SURGERY

United States: US$S40,000

Singapore: US$13,000
Malaysia: USS8,000

anglo]ﬂasly that

an casl
ll'iiﬁ‘.' 000
(8579,000) in the
United States and
US$13,000 in Thai-
land costs only
US$I,000 in Ma-
laysia.

And a knee re-
placement proce-

ure which costs

US$40,000 in the US and US$13,000 in

Singapore ¢an be done for just US$8,000
in Malaysia.
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Such savings have no doubt benefited
medical cenfres like the private Pantai
Medical Centre, which runs nine hospi
tals. In five years, it has seen the m;mi;u-
of foreign palients double from 20,000 to
40,000.

Ms group chief executive, Dr Chan
Baon Kheng, told The Straits Times that
the m:,lnril of patients are fram Indone-
sia, wil ets also coming from the Mid-
dle Enil md Europe.

“We are also secing sn increasing
number who come for advanced radio-
'helapy .md even chemotherapy in our

hospitals,” he sald.
carclynh@sph.com.sp




