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SBi: First Surgeries in Malaysia
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Pointing in the righting direction…the innovators at Small Bone Innovations, Inc. (SBi) have announced the first surgeries in Malaysia using the company’s SR PIP (Surface Replacement Proximal Inter Phalangeal) replacement finger joints to reduce pain, restore form, function and motion. This followed the recently announced formation of SBi Asia Pacific Sdn. Bhd., a joint venture with Khazanah Nasional Berhad and Malaysian Technology Development Corporation Sdn. Bhd. that is based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Ranjit Singh Gill, MBBS, FRCS, AM, a hand and microsurgery consultant at both the Pantai Medical Centre and Kuala Lumpur Sports Medicine Centre, completed the finger joint replacements at each facility using SBi’s SR PIP joint replacement devices on patients presenting with finger arthritis. The implants are designed to replace the anatomic joint surfaces while preserving the maximum amount of bone and minimizing soft tissue disruption. There are two pieces: one piece has two components, a cobalt chrome stem and an attached ultra-high molecular weight polyethylene (UHMWPE) component, and the other piece is a titanium alloy stem. Both stems have a textured surface that facilitates osseointegration.

Dr. Gill said in the news release: “SBi’s formation of a joint venture in Malaysia is something of a breakthrough opportunity for us, because it not only brings SBi’s technologies to the Asia Pacific region, including the SR PIP implants, but also demonstrates SBi’s commitment to develop implants specifically designed for Asian anatomies. Obviously, this is good news for thousands of patients and future arthritis sufferers.”

Anthony G. Viscogliosi, Chairman and CEO of SBi, added: “These first surgeries mark an important milestone for SBi, and the doctors and their patients as we embark on our objective to establish the company as the global first mover in the Asia Pacific region to provide a portfolio of arthroplasty and trauma reconstruction solutions for the small bone & joint anatomies.”

Viscogliosi told OTW that both patients were reportedly doing well. As to next steps in Malaysia, he added: 
Our shorter term goals are to build a first class, nationwide distribution network and to assemble a surgeon advisory board of leading opinion leaders.
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